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up in a ring farther out. Gradually the circle is widened and the central
patch, after a period when it may be quite bare, now becomes rich again,
as the result of the decay of the earlier mushrooms, and is soon covered
with healthy grass.

Such circles are of a different shade of green from the half-starved
grass around them, and they were a puzzle to our ancestors, who first
believed them to be caused by fairies and later advanced the equally
fantastic theory that the effect was produced by thunderbolts.

ONCE   USED   FOR   FLY-PAPERS

The fly agaric toadstool, a beautiful fungus common in birch woods
and among fir trees, is very poisonous. The expanded cap of the mature
toadstool may measure as much as seven inches across and it is of a
brilliant red colour, spotted with white " warts." The long stem, white
or yellowish, often has a scaly appearance and the white gills have
minutely toothed margins.

At one time a poison for use in making fly-papers was prepared from
this fungus and this gave rise to the name fly agaric.

O!

SEEDS AS TRAVELLERS
; of the differences often pointed out between animals and plants
'is that an animal moves about, while a plant remains rooted to one
spot. This is not a hard-and-fast distinction, for some creatures lead
extremely sedentary lives. A sea anemone, for instance, spends all its
adult life on one piece of rock, unless it is carried about on a hermit
crab's back. On the other hand, plants are by no means all stay-at-homes.
A seed contains an embryo plant, and seeds often travel long distances.
Water plants, such as duckweed and the still smaller diatoms, which are
not anchored by roots, naturally float about; and there is an instance of
a complete land plant that goes on a journey.
DESERT   PLANTS   THAT   FIGHT   DROUGHT
Street vendors sell packets containing multi-coloured material which
opens out in a tumbler of water into a spray of tiny artificial flowers.
Even more surprising is a dry, brown object, like a ball of wicker work,
which after a similar soaking unfolds green fronds, not unlike the foliage
of a cypress tree. This is a living plant, which is able to resume growth
after spending long periods in a dry state. There are two well-known
plants of this type, trie resurrection plant, a kind of club moss, which
reproduces itself by means of spores, and the rose of Jericho, a seed-
bearing plant of a higher order. Both are desert plants with an
extraordinary power of resisting drought and " coming to life " after
being dried up and dormant for many months or even years.
Tne rose of Jericho is a wanderer. In the dry season, when its seeds
are ripening, its leaves fall off and the branches curl inwards to protect
the fruits; the roots wither and the detached plant rolls about the desert